
 
 Westborough Cultural Council Awards Grants for 2020 
 
The Westborough Cultural Council is part of a network of 329 Local Cultural Councils serving all 
351 cities and towns in the Commonwealth. The Local Cultural Council Program is the largest 
grassroots cultural funding network in the nation, supporting thousands of community-based projects 
in the arts, sciences, and humanities every year.  
Our mission is to support the cultural enrichment and creative opportunities that provide diversity 
and availability to all residents of our town. We do this by awarding grants to deserving projects such 
as performances, field trips, school programs, concerts, broadcasts — programs that are part of 
people’s everyday lives. Cultural activities are taking place in schools, cultural organizations, 
community centers, libraries, elder care facilities, town halls and parks; wherever communities come 
together.  
The Westborough Cultural Council has awarded over $12,500 to 26 grant recipients for projects or 
events in 2019-20. A total of 38 grant applications were received, requesting more than $30,000. The 
members of the Cultural Council review all grant applications and make decisions about which 
activities will be funded each year.  
Funding for grant awards is made possible through three sources. Our local council receives funding 
from the State via the MA Cultural Council. Westborough’s Annual Town Meeting has consistently 
approved an appropriation to support our activities. Finally we created ARTS IN COMMON, both as 
a community festival and as a means to raise local funds to support the arts and culture in 
Westborough. This free town-wide event invites the entire community to join together in a 
celebration of art, music, dance, food and fun. The day-long event features artists, musicians, and 
performers from our local community. This year marks the 11th Annual ARTS IN COMMON 
scheduled for October 3rd  2020 on Bay State Green. Please see our website for more details and 
performer and artisan applications.  
For more information on the grant application process and forms, please visit 
www.westboroughculturalcouncil.org or www.mass-culture.org. If you are interested in joining the 
Westborough Cultural Council, contact Judy Berk at jberk@culturalaccess.org or Maureen Johnson 
at maureenj1@verizon.net.  
 
Grants totaling more than $12,500 were awarded to the following applicants for events during the 
2019-2020 year. To learn more about the event, date and place, please visit 
westboroughculturalcouncil.org.  
 

• Westborough Community Chorus – Spring Concert 
• Westborough Connects – Kindness Week 2020 
• Assabet Valley Mastersingers – Concert  
• Anita Cellucci- Dig. A Day with Author A.S. King 
• Shir Joy Chorus – Sing with Joy Concerts 
• Gibbons Middle School – Justice at War 
• Westborough Community Land Trust – Snakes of New England and the World 
• Stephen Lewis – International Women’s Day Posters at Westborough Public Library 
• Mary Fransden – Audio Journal 
• Kira Seamon – Books In Bloom at Westborough Public Library 
• Fales School – Fales Cultural Festival 



• Gregory Maichak – Pastel Paint Your Georgia O’Keefe Miracle Flowers 
• Music Dance.edu – Hip Hop Around the World! 
• John Root – A Celebration of Song 
• Hundredth Town Chorus – Spreading the Joy of Song 
• Skyrise Theater – Peter Pan, Celebrating 10 Years! 
• Catherine Pringle – Intergenerational Music Project 
• Westborough Public Library – Isabella Stewart Gardner 
• Roger Bruno – Celebration of Song – The Great American Songbook 
• Julie Schwingbeck – Women of Note Concert Series 
• Hastings School – Immigration Stories 
• John Root – Edible Wild Plants Walk 
• Chamber Music MetroWest – Family Concerts: Which Animal Are You? Ska!  
• William Sines – Public Concert at the Willows 
• Sridevi Thirumalai – Colors- Interpreting traditional dance to World Music 
• Ajai and Amrita Thirumalai – Thillanas- A crescendo of Indian Music 

 


